Salinger

The Laughing Man

IN 1928, when | was nine, | belonged, with maximum esprit de corps, to an
organization known as the Comanche Club. Every schoolday afternoon at
three o'clock, twenty-five of us Comanches were picked up by our Chief out-
side the boys' exit of P. S. 165, on 109th Street near Amsterdam Avenue. We
then pushed and punched our way into the Chief's reconverted commercial
bus, and he drove us (according to his financial arrangement with our parents)
over to Central Park. The rest of the afternoon, weather permitting, we played
football or soccer or baseball, depending (very loosely) on the season. Rainy
afternoons, the Chief invariably took us either to the Museum of Natural
History or to the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Saturdays and most national holidays, the Chief picked us up early in the
morning at our various apartment houses and, in his condemned-looking bus,
drove us out of Manhattan into the comparatively wide open spaces of Van
Cortlandt Park or the Palisades. If we had straight athletics on our minds, we
went to Van Cortlandt, where the playing fields were regulation size and where
the opposing team didn't include a baby carriage or an irate old lady with a
cane. If our Comanche hearts were set on camping, we went over to the
Palisades and roughed it.

(I remember getting lost one Saturday somewhere on that tricky stretch of
terrain between the Linit sign and the site of the western end of the George
Washington Bridge. | kept my head, though. | just sat down in the majestic
shadow of a giant billboard and, however tearfully, opened my lunchbox for
business, semi-confident that the Chief would find me. The Chief always found
us.)

In his hours of liberation from the Comanches, the Chief was John
Gedsudski, of Staten Island. He was an extremely shy, gentle young man of
twenty-two or -three, a law student at N.Y.U., and altogether a very memorable
person. | won't attempt to assemble his many achievements and virtues here.
Just in passing, he was an Eagle Scout, an almost-All-America tackle of 1926,
and it was known that he had been most cordially invited to try out for the New
York Giants' baseball team. He was an impartial and unexcitable umpire at all
our bedlam sporting events, a master fire builder and extinguisher, and an
expert, uncontemptuous first-aid man. Every one of us, from the smallest
hoodlum to the biggest, loved and respected him.

The Chief's physical appearance in 1928 is still clear in my mind. If wishes
were inches, all of us Comanches would have had him a giant in no time. The
way things go, though, he was a stocky five three or four--no more than that.
His hair was blue-black, his hair-line extremely low, his nose was large and
fleshy, and his torso was just about as long as his legs were. In his leather
windbreaker, his shoulders were powerful, but narrow and sloping. At the time,
however, it seemed to me that in the Chief all the most photogenic features of
Buck Jones, Ken Maynard, and Tom Mix had been smoothly amalgamated.

Every afternoon, when it got dark enough for a losing team to have an
excuse for missing a number of infield popups or end-zone passes, we
Comanches relied heavily and selfishly on the Chief's talent for storytelling. By
that hour, we were usually an overheated, irritable bunch, and we fought each
other--either with our fists or our shrill voices--for the seats in the bus nearest
the Chief. (The bus had two parallel rows of straw seats. The left row had three
extra seats--the best in the bus--that extended as far forward as the driver's
profile.) The Chief climbed into the bus only after we had settled down. Then
he straddled his driver's seat backward and, in his reedy but modulated tenor
voice, gave us the new installment of "The Laughing Man." Once he started
narrating, our interest never flagged. "The Laughing Man" was just the right
story for a Comanche. It may even have had classic dimensions. It was a story
that tended to sprawl all over the place, and yet it remained essentially
portable. You could always take it home with you and reflect on it while sitting,
say, in the outgoing water in the bathtub.

Ixepom Canunpxep

Yenosek, KOTOpbIii cMesancs

B 1928 ropy -- feBATM NET OT POAY --  Obl YNEHOM HEKOW OpraHn3a-
LK, HocvBLUE HasBaHue Knyba komaHueid, u NpuBepXKeH K Heil CO BCEM
esprit de corps. EXXeiHEBHO nocne ypokoB, POBHO B TPM Yaca, y BbIXOAA LLKO-
nbl N_165, Ha Cto peBsToin ynuue, 6am3 AMCTEPAAMCKOTO aBEHH), Hac,
NBaauaTh NATb YENOBEK KOMAHYen, noaxuaan Haw Boxab. TecHsch v Ton-
Kasichb, Mbl 3a6UpanvCh B ManeHbkuii "nukan" Box s, 1 OH BE3 HAC CornacHo
[eNoBOi JOrOBOPEHHOCTY C HALUMMKU POAMTENSMU B LleHTpanbHbiA napk.
Bce nocneobepeHHoe Bpemst Mbl urpanv B coyToon unu B 6eicbon, B 3aBu-
CMMOCTM -- NPaBfa, 0THOCUTENBHOM -- OT NOrodbl. B 04eHb AOXANMBbIE JHN
Haww Box b 06bI4HO BOAMN HAC B €CTECTBEHHO-UCTOPUYECKMIA My3eit Ui B
LieHTpanbHyto KapTUHHYIO ranepeto.

Mo cy66oTam 1 6onbLLIMM NpasaHuKam Boxab ¢ yTpa cobupan Hac no
KBapTVpam W B CBOEM [OXWBABLUEM BEK "muKkane" BbiBo3un 13 MaHxaTTeHa
Ha CPaBHUTENbHO BOMbHbIE NPOCTOPbI BaH-KopTneHposckoro napka wnm B
Manucagpl. Ecnv Hac TAHYNO K YeCTHOMY CMopTY, Mbl exanu B Ban-KopTnek-
JOBCKWA NapK: Tam Obiv HacTosWMe NRoLWagku 1 ¢yToombHbIe Mons v He
rpo3una OnacHOCTb BCTPETUTb B KA4eCTBE NMPOTUBHMKA AETCKYH KOMSCKY
UK PasbsapeHHyIo CTapyto Aamy ¢ nankon. Ecnu e ceppua komanyei Toc-
KOBaNM N0 BOMbHOW XW3HM, Mbl OTMPABNANMCL 32 ropoA B lManucaasl u Tam
60pOnNCh C NULLEHUSAMN.

(MomHto, 0aHaX kI, B Cy600TY, 51 Aaxe 3a6nyanncs B febpsax Mexay fo-
POXHbIM 3HAKOM 1 MPOCTOPaMK BALLMHI TOHCKOro MocTa. Ho s He pacTepsn-
cs1. S IPUMOCTUACS B TEHU OFPOMHOIO PEKNAMHOrO LMTA U, r0Tas Cnesbl,
pa3BepHyn CBOW 3aBTpaK -- AN NOAKPENNEHUs CUA, CMYTHO HadesiCh, YTO
Boxxab MeHs oTbilweT. Boxab Bcerfa Haxoann Hac).

B yacbl, cBo60OAHbIE OT KOMaH4ei, Haw Boxab CTaHOBMACS MPOCTO
[xorom Teacyackum co CTeirToH-AineHa. 370 Obin NPeAenbHO 3acTeH M-
Bblid, TUXWIA tOHOLIA NET ABajuaTy ABYX -- ABAALATH TPeX, 0ObIKHOBEHHBIN
CTYAEHT-HpUCT Hbto-MopKkekoro yHuBepcuTETa, HO ANS MEHs ero 06pas He-
3abbiBaeM. He cTaHy nepeuncnsTb BCe €ro JOCTOMHCTBA W Jo6poaeTenu.
Ckaxxy MMMOXOLOM, YTO OH Oblnl YneHoM 6oiickayTckoi "OpnuHoi cTan”,
UyTb He CTan NiyuLUMM HanafatoLLyuM, MOYTM YTO YEMMMOHOM aMEPHKAHCKON
c6opHoi komaHabl 1926 roaa, v YTO ero Kak-To pa3 BeCbMa HaCTON4MBO MpU-
rnawany nonpo6oBaTh CBOM CUMbl B HbHO-MOPKCKON 6ECO0NBHON KOMaHAe
MacTepoB. OH ObiNn cambiM 6ECMIPUCTPACTHBIM U HEBOSMYTUMbIM CYAbeN B
Hawwmx 6eLUeHbIX COPEBHOBAHWSIX, MACTEPOM MO YaCTW padXuraHus v rawle-
HWS KOCTPOB, OMbITHBIM ¥ CHUCXOAMTENbHbIM NOAATENEM NEPBO MOMOLLW.
MbI BCe, OT ManbILen O CTapLLMX COPBAHLIOB, OO 1 yBaxkanu ero 6ec-
NpeAesbHO.

51 m ceitvac Buxy nepef cobon Hawero Boxas TakuM, Kakum OH 6bin B
1928 ropy. Bynb Hawwm xenanus B cunax HapalumeaTh [HOVMbI, OH BMUT CTan
6bl y HAC BenMkaHoM. Ho XKn3Hb eCTb XKW3Hb, M POCTY B HEM 6bI0 BCEro Ka-
KIX-HWOYAb NATb (DyTOB M TPU-YeTbIpe AH0iMA. VICCUHS-YepHble BONOCHI NOY-
TV 3aKpbIBaNK 106, HOC Y HEro BbIN KPYMHbIA, 3aMETHBIA, W TYNOBULLE NOYTH
TaKoW e AnvHBI, KaK Horu. T1ieun B KOXXaHO KypTKe Ka3annchb CUibHbIMK,
XOTS U HELUMPOKMMM, CyTynoBaTbiMi. HO ANs MeHs B TO BpeMs B Hallem
Boxxze HepacTopXuUMo CAMBanUCh BCe Camble (DOTOrEHUYHbIE YepThl fyY-
LUNX KMHOaKTepoB -- 1 baka [IxoHca, n Kena MenHapaa, n Toma Mukca.

K Beuepy, korfia HacToNbkO TEMHENO, YTO NMPOMIPbIBAIOLLME OMpaBAbl-
BasMCb 3TVM, ECIIM Ma3an Ui ynyckanu fierkue My, Mbl, KOMaHuu, ynop-
HO W 3rOMCTMYHO 3KCNyaTpoBanu TanaHT Boxas kak pacckasuuka. Pasro-
PSYEHHbIE, B3BMHYEHHbIE, Mbl APANCh 1 BU3MIMBO CCOPUINCH M3-3a MECT B
"nukane", nobnmxe K Boxato. B "nukane" ctosnu fBa napannenbHbix psaa
CONTOMEHHbIX cuaeHnin. CneBa ObINv eLLe TPV MeCTa -- CaMble NyYLUNE: C HUX
MOXHO 6bIN0 BUAETb Aaxke npodunb Boxas, cuaesluero 3a pynem. Korpa
Mbl BCE paccaxusancb, Boxab Toxe 3abupancs B "mukan”. OH caguncs Ha
CBOE LLOhepCKoe MECTO, MMLOM K Ham 1 CNIUHOM K Pymio, 1 CnabbIM, HO Mpw-
STHbIM TEHOPKOM HauMHan O4epefHOiA BbINyCK "Yenoseka, KOTopbIii CMess-
cs". CTonno eMy HauaThb -- U Mbl y>Ke CyLlanm ¢ HeocnabeBaroLLnMM MHTEpe-
COM. Q70 ObIN CaMblid NOAXOAALLMA PAccKas A1 HACTOALLMX KOMaH4el. Bos-
MOXHO, YTO OH AaxKe 6bif MOCTPOEH MO KNacCU4eCkM kaHoHaM. MoBecTBo-
BaHue LIMPKIOCh, 3axBaThiBasO Tebs, NOrNoLLano BCe OKPY>XaroLLee 1 BMe-
CTe C TeM 0CTaBasOoCh B MAMSTH CXKaTbIM, KOMMAKTHBIM 1 Kak 6bl NOPTATHB-
HbIM. Ero MOXHO 6bISI0 YHECTW AOMOV M BCMOMMHATb, CUAS, CKaXEM, B BaH-
He, MoKa MeJJSIeHHO BbINMBAETCS BOAA.



The only son of a wealthy missionary couple, the Laughing Man was kid-
napped in infancy by Chinese bandits.

When the wealthy missionary couple refused (from a religious conviction)
to pay the ransom for their son, the bandits, signally piqued, placed the little
fellow's head in a carpenter's vise and gave the appropriate lever several turns
to the right. The subject of this unique experience grew into manhood with a
hairless, pecan-shaped head and a face that featured, instead of a mouth, an
enormous oval cavity below the nose. The nose itself consisted of two flesh-
sealed nostrils. In consequence, when the Laughing Man breathed, the
hideous, mirthless gap below his nose dilated and contracted like (as | see it)
some sort of monstrous vacuole. (The Chief demonstrated, rather than
explained, the Laughing Man's respiration method.) Strangers fainted dead
away at the sight of the Laughing Man's horrible face. Acquaintances shunned
him. Curiously enough, though, the bandits let him hang around their head-
quarters--as long as he kept his face covered with a pale-red gossamer mask
made out of poppy petals. The mask not only spared the bandits the sight of
their foster son's face, it also kept them sensible of his whereabouts; under the
circumstances, he reeked of opium.

Every morning, in his extreme loneliness, the Laughing Man stole off (he was
as graceful on his feet as a cat) to the dense forest surrounding the bandits'
hideout. There he befriended any number and species of animals: dogs, white
mice, eagles, lions, boa constrictors, wolves. Moreover, he removed his mask
and spoke to them, softly, melodiously, in their own tongues. They did not think
him ugly.

(It took the Chief a couple of months to get that far into the story. From there
on in, he got more and more high-handed with his installments, entirely to the
satisfaction of the Comanches.)

The Laughing Man was one for keeping an ear to the ground, and in no time
at all he had picked up the bandits' most valuable trade secrets. He didn't think
much of them, though, and briskly set up his own, more effective system. On
a rather small scale at first, he began to free-lance around the Chinese coun-
tryside, robbing, highjacking, murdering when absolutely necessary. Soon his
ingenious criminal methods, coupled with his singular love of fair play, found
him a warm place in the nation's heart. Strangely enough, his foster parents
(the bandits who had originally turned his head toward crime) were about the
last to get wind of his achievements. When they did, they were insanely jeal-
ous. They all single-filed past the Laughing Man's bed one night, thinking they
had successfully doped him into a deep sleep, and stabbed at the figure under
the covers with their machetes. The victim turned out to be the bandit chief's
mother--an unpleasant, haggling sort of person. The event only whetted the
bandits' taste for the Laughing Man's blood, and finally he was obliged to lock
up the whole bunch of them in a deep but pleasantly decorated mausoleum.
They escaped from time to time and gave him a certain amount of annoyance,
but he refused to kill them. (There was a compassionate side to the Laughing
Man's character that just about drove me crazy.)

Soon the Laughing Man was regularly crossing the Chinese border into
Paris, France, where he enjoyed flaunting his high but modest genius in the
face of Marcel Dufarge, the internationally famous detective and witty con-
sumptive. Dufarge and his daughter (an exquisite girl, though something of a
transvestite) became the Laughing Man's bitterest enemies. Time and again,
they tried leading the Laughing Man up the garden path. For sheer sport, the
Laughing Man usually went halfway with them, then vanished, often leaving
no even faintly credible indication of his escape method. Just now and then he
posted an incisive little farewell note in the Paris sewerage system, and it was
delivered promptly to Dufarge's boot. The Dufarges spent an enormous
amount of time sloshing around in the Paris sewers.

Soon the Laughing Man had amassed the largest personal fortune in the
world. Most of it he contributed anonymously to the monks of a local
monastery--humble ascetics who had dedicated their lives to raising German
police dogs. What was left of his fortune, the Laughing Man converted into dia-
monds, which he lowered casually, in emerald vaults, into the Black Sea. His
personal wants were few. He subsisted exclusively on rice and eagles' blood,
in a tiny cottage with an underground gymnasium and shooting range, on the
stormy coast of Tibet. Four blindly loyal confederates lived with him: a glib tim-
ber wolf named Black Wing, a lovable dwarf named Omba, a giant Mongolian
named Hong, whose tongue had been burned out by white men, and a gor-

EVHCTBEHHBIN CbiH 60raTbix MUCCMOHEPOB, YenoBek, KOTOpbIiA CMes-
c4, ObIN B paHHEM [ETCTBE MOXMLUEH KUTanCKumu 6aHanTamm.

Korpaa 6oratble MUCCHOHEPbI 0TKa3annCh (13 PENMrno3HbIx coobpaxe-
HWiA) 3aNnaTuTb BbIKYN 3a CbiHA, 6aHAUTbI, OCKOPOEHHbIE B CBOVX NyYLLMX
uyBCTBAX, CYHYNW rONOBY MaslbILLa B TUCKM U HECKONBKO pa3 NOBEPHYNMU CO-
OTBETCTBYOLLMA BUHT BNPaBo. O6bEKT Takoro, eAMHCTBEHHOIO B CBOEM O-
[e, 3KCMepUMeHTa BbIPOC W BO3MYXKaN, HO ronoBa y Hero octanach fbICou,
Kak KOneHo, rpyLueBuaHoN hopMmbl, @ N0A HOCOM BMECTO pTa 3usI0 OrpoM-
HOe 0BaslbHOe 0TBEPCTYE. [la 1 BMECTO HOCA Y Hero Bblv TONbKO CRefbl 3a-
pocLumx Ho3fpeit. M noTomy, Koraa Yenosek Aian, XyTkoe ypoanMBoe oT-
BEPCTWE MOA HOCOM PACLUMPSNOCh W 0najano, B MOEM MPEACTaBIEHNM,
CNOBHO OrpoMHas ameba. (Boxab ckopee HarnsfHO U306paxkarn, Yem onu-
cbiBan, kak Ablwan Yenosek. ) Mpu Buae cTpaluHoro mmua Yenoseka, koTo-
PbIi CMESNCS, HEMPUBBIYHbIE JIFOAN € X04Y Nafany B 06MOPOK. 3HaKOMbIE 13-
Geranv ero. Kak Hu cTpaHHo, 6aHANTbI He THanM ero 0T Cebst - NULLb Obl OH
MPUKPbIBAN NMLO TOHKOW 6GnefHO-anoi Mackon, CLEenaHHoNW U3 nenecTkos
Maka. 31a Macka He TOMbKO CkpblBana OT 6aHAMTOB MULIO UX MPUEMHOTO Chbi-
Ha -- 6rarofaps e OHM BCAKWIA pa3 3Hanu, re OH HaXOANTCS: MO BMOMHE No-
HSTHOW MPUYMHE OT HETO HECIO OMUYMOM.

Kaxxgoe yTpo, CTpagas oT 0AMHO4eCTBa, Yenosek npokpasbisancs (ko-
HEYHO, rPaLMO3HO 1 NErKO, KaK KOLLKA) B FyCTOM NEC, OKPY>KaBLUMIA BGaHANT-
CKOe N0r0BO. Tam OH ApY>XWn CO BCAKMM 3BEPbEM: C cobakamu, 6enbiM1 Mbl-
Luamu, opnamu, nbBamm, 60a-KOHCTPUKTOPamu, BonKamu. Mano Toro, Tam oH
CHIMAN Macky 1 co BCeMW 3BEPSIMM Pa3roBapuBan MArkiM, MenoAUYHbIM ro-
NI0COM Ha WX COBCTBEHHOM $A3bIke. VIM OH He Ka3ancs ypoaoM.

Boxato noHapobunoch Mecsilia ABa, YToObl ONTK 10 9TOrO MecTa B
pacckase. Ho oTcroaa oH cTan kyaa Lweapee pa3sopaumsaTh CobbITHS nepes
BOCXMLLEHHBIMI KOMaHYamu.

Yenosek, KOTOpbIiA CMesncs, 6bin MacTepoM MOACNYLUIMBATb W BCKOPe
0BNaJeN BCEMM CaMbIMU COKPOBEHHbIMU TailHamu 6aHANTCKOW Npodeccuy.
Ho 06 3T1x npuemax OH Oblfl He CAWLLKOM BbICOKOTO MHEHWS W He3aMeanu-
TeNbHO M306pen COBCTBEHHYHO, KyAa 60nee athheKTUBHYIO CUCTEMY: CHAYa-
na n3pepKa, NoToM Yallle OH CTan pasrynmsarb no Kutato, rpabs 1 ornywas
nrofeiA, -- yéuBan oH TOMbKO B Clyyae KpaitHeit HeobxoanmocTn. CBOMMM 13-
BOPOT/MBLIMW 1 XUTPbIMU MPECTYNNEHUSMM, B KOTOPbIX, Kak HU yAUBUTENb-
HO, MPOSIBASANOCH €ro UCKNKUMTENbHOE 6naropoAcTBO, OH 3aBOeBan NpoY-
Hyto Nt060Bb NPOCTOrO Hapoda. Kak Hi CTpaHHO, ero MpueMHbIe POANTENN
(Te camble 6aHANTBI, KOTOPbIE TOMKHYMM €r0 Ha CTE3H0 NPECTYNNEHMIA) y3Ha-
N1 0 €ero nofBurax YyTb N He nocnesHUMK. A Koraa y3Hanu, ux oxsatuna
yepHas 3aBUCTb. HOubo OHYM ryCHKOM NPOAEUIMPOBANM MUMO nocTenm Ye-
NoBEKa, fymas, YTo, OfYPMaHEHHbIA UMM, OH CMIUT rNYO6OKUM CHOM, 1 1O OYe-
PeAn BOH3anM B TENO, MOKPLITOE 0Aesnamu, CBOWN HOXK-MayeTe. Ho xepT-
BOJA OKa3anach Mamatlia rnasapst 6aHbl, Ype3BblyaiHo CBAPNMBAs U HeNpy-
ATHas 0cob6a. ATOT CAyyan TOMbKO pacnanui 6aHANTOB, XaXAABLUNX KPOBM
Yenoseka, KOTOPbI CMESANCS, U B KOHLE KOHLOB eMy NpuLNOCh 3anepeThb
CBOK 6aHAy B rnyboKuiA, HO BriofHe kKoMopTabenbHO 06CTaBNEHHbIN MaB-
30neil. M3peaKa oHW yaupanu 0TTyAa 1 MeLuani emy XuTb, HO BCE Xe You-
BaTb UX OH He xenan. (3T1a ero Henenas xanocTaMBoCTb 6ecuna MeHst [0
YepTUKOB).

Bckope Yenosek, KOTOPbIA CMESNCS, CTan PerynspHo nepecexkarb K-
TaiiCKyto rpaHuuy, nonagas npsMo B apux, gpaHLy3ckiui ropog, rae oH
Npv BCE¥A CBOEI CKPOMHOCTM NHOBUA C reHNanbHON M306peTaTeNbHOCTLIO W3-
BOAUTb Hekoero Mapcens [todhapxka, BCEeMUPHO U3BECTHOTO ChILLMKA, Yaxo-
TOYHOr0, HO BECbMa OCTPOYMHOT0 rocnoAunHa. [rodapx v ero Aouka (o4apo-
BaTenbHas, X0Tb U [BYNNYHas [EeBULA) CTanM 3nenwuMu Bparamun Yenose-
ka. MHOro pa3 OHM MbITanUCh NPOBECTM W NOMMaTL ero. Yenosek BHavane
NOAAABANCS UM W3 YMCTO CMIOPTUBHOMO MHTEpPeca, HO NOTOM ucuesan 6e3
cnefaa, Tak YTo HUKTO He MOr orafaThes, KakuM 06pa3oM oH yapan. Tonsko
“3peaKa OH 0CTaBNAN NPOLLANBHYHO 3aMMCOYKY B CUCTEME NAPUKCKON KaHa-
nmM3auun, 1 OHa He3aMeanuTenbHO AocTtasnsanack [iodapxy B COOCTBEH-
Hble pyku. Cembs [ltochapxkeit NPOBOANNA HEBEPOSATHOE KONMHYECTBO BpeMe-
HK, LWenas no Tpybam NapuKCcKoi kaHanuaaLmu.

Bckope Yenosex, KOTOpbIA CMESNCS, CTan €AMHONMMYHBIM BRafenbLem
€amoro rpaHAMo3HOro COCTOSIHUSA B MUPE. BomblLuyto YacTb OH @HOHUMHO Mo-
XepTBOBA/ MOHAXam Of|HOr0 MECTHOrO MOHACTBIPS -- CMUPEHHbIM ackeTam,
NOCBATUBLLMM >XM3Hb APECCUPOBKE HemeLkmnx oB4apok. OctaTku ceoero 6o-
ratcTea Yenosek BKNagpiBan B OPUNMaHTbI, OH HEOPEXHO Onyckan ux B
N3yMpyaHbIX Celidhax Ha AHO YepHoro Mops. JTnyHble ero noTpe6HoCTH Obl-
N1 0 CMELHOr0 OrpaHnyeHbl. OH NUTANCs UCKIOUYUTENBHO PUCOM C OpU-
HO¥ KPOBBH W XXUN B CKDOMHOM AOMUKE, C NOA3EMHbBIM TUPOM W TMMHACTY-
4eckuM 3anom, Ha 6ypHom bepere TubeTa. C HUM Xunu YeTepo be33aseT-
HO NpeAaHHbIX COOOLUHMKOB: NIErKOHOMMIA TUraHT BOMK, MO MPO3BaHuo Yep-



geous Eurasian girl, who, out of unrequited love for the Laughing Man and
deep concern for his personal safety, sometimes had a pretty sticky attitude
toward crime. The Laughing Man issued his orders to the crew through a black
silk screen. Not even Omba, the lovable dwarf, was permitted to see his face.

I'm not saying | will, but I could go on for hours escorting the reader--forcibly,
if necessary--back and forth across the Paris-Chinese border. | happen to
regard the Laughing Man as some kind of super-distinguished ancestor of
mine--a sort of Robert E. Lee, say, with the ascribed virtues held under water
or blood. And this illusion is only a moderate one compared to the one | had
in 1928, when | regarded myself not only as the Laughing Man's direct
descendant but as his only legitimate living one. | was not even my parents'
son in 1928 but a devilishly smooth impostor, awaiting their slightest blunder
as an excuse to move in--preferably without violence, but not necessarily--to
assert my true identity. As a precaution against breaking my bogus mother's
heart, | planned to take her into my underworld employ in some undefined but
appropriately regal capacity. But the main thing I had to do in 1928 was watch
my step. Play along with the farce. Brush my teeth. Comb my hair. At all costs,
stifle my natural hideous laughter.

Actually, | was not the only legitimate living descendant of the Laughing Man.
There were twenty-five Comanches in the Club, or twenty-five legitimate living
descendants of the Laughing Man--all of us circulating ominously, and incog-
nito, throughout the city, sizing up elevator operators as potential archene-
mies, whispering side-of-the-mouth but fluent orders into the ears of cocker
spaniels, drawing beads, with index fingers, on the foreheads of arithmetic
teachers. And always waiting, waiting for a decent chance to strike terror and
admiration in the nearest mediocre heart.

One afternoon in February, just after Comanche baseball season had
opened, | observed a new fixture in the Chief's bus. Above the rear-view mir-
ror over the windshield, there was a small, framed photograph of a girl dressed
in academic cap and gown. It seemed to me that a girl's picture clashed with
the general men-only decor of the bus, and | bluntly asked the Chief who she
was. He hedged at first, but finally admitted that she was a girl. | asked him
what her name was. He answered unforthrightly, "Mary Hudson." | asked him
if she was in the movies or something. He said no, that she used to go to
Wellesley College. He added, on some slow-processed afterthought, that
Wellesley College was a very high class college. | asked him what he had her
picture in the bus for, though. He shrugged slightly, as much as to imply, it
seemed to me, that the picture had more or less been planted on him.

During the next couple of weeks, the picture--however forcibly or acciden-
tally it had been planted on the Chief--was not removed from the bus. It didn't
go out with the Baby Ruth wrappers and the fallen licorice whips. However, we
Comanches got used to it. It gradually took on the unarresting personality of a
speedometer.

But one day as we were on our way to the Park, the Chief pulled the bus
over to a curb on Fifth Avenue in the Sixties, a good half mile past our base-
ball field. Some twenty back-seat drivers at once demanded an explanation,
but the Chief gave none. Instead, he simply got into his story-telling position
and swung prematurely into a fresh installment of "The Laughing Man." He
had scarcely begun, however, when someone tapped on the bus door. The
Chief's reflexes were geared high that day. He literally flung himself around in
his seat, yanked the operating handle of the door, and a girl in a beaver coat
climbed into the bus.

Offhand, | can remember seeing just three girls in my life who struck me as
having unclassifiably great beauty at first sight. One was a thin girl in a black
bathing suit who was having a lot of trouble putting up an orange umbrella at
Jones Beach, circa 1936. The second was a girl aboard a Caribbean cruise
ship in 1939, who threw her cigarette lighter at a porpoise. And the third was
the Chief's girl, Mary Hudson.

"Am | very late?" she asked the Chief, smiling at him.

She might just as well have asked if she was ugly.

"No!" the Chief said. A trifle wildly, he looked at the Comanches near his seat
and signalled the row to give way. Mary Hudson sat down between me and a
boy named Edgar something, whose uncle's best friend was a bootlegger. We

HOKPbIbIA, CUMMATUYHBIA Kapauk, No umeHn OM6a, BENMKaH MOHTof, no
MMEHM TOHT (3bIK €My BbXINIM Benble Nt0au), N HeCKa3aHHO NpekpacHas fAe-
BYLLIKa-eBPa3Nika, KoTopas 13 HepasaeneHHon NobsK K Yenosexy v nocTo-
SIHHOrO CTpaxa 3a ero NMYHyto 6e30MacHOCTb MHOTAA He Opearosana faxe
HapyLLEHWEM 3aKOHHOCTU. YenoBek 0TAaBan pacropsKeHns CBOe KoMaHae
13-32 YepPHON LUenkoBom wnpMbl. [laxe OMOe, CUMNAaTMYHOMY Kapmuky, He
Hafo 6bIN0 BUAETH €ro L.

51 mor 6b1 6yKBaNbHO Yacamm -- He 60WTECH, He Byay! -- BOAUTL BAC, UK-
TaTefb, HACUMBHO, ECNIM NOHAKOONTCS, B3aA W BNEPeS, Yepe3 KuTancko-na-
pyKCKyH rpanuuy. o cux nop 51 cuutaro Yenoseka, KOTOpbIA CMEANCS, KeM-
TO BPOJiE CBOET0 repoMyeckoro npefaxa, Hy, ckaxem, Pobepta 3. Ju. Ho 3
HbIHELLIHWE MEYTbI U CPABHUTB HENb3S C TEMU, YTO BNafeny MHoto B 1928 ro-
1y, KOrfia 1 cumtan cebst He TOMLKO NPsiMbIM MOTOMKOM YenoBeka, Ho 1 ero
€[MHCTBEHHbIM XXMBbIM 1 3aKOHHBIM HacnefHUkoM. B Tom, 1928 rogy 5 6bin
BOBCE He CbIHOM CBOMX POAMTENEN, HO AbSBONBCKMA XMUTPbIM CaMO3BaHLEM,
BbKMAABLUMM ManeiLero npocyeTa ¢ 1x CTOPOHBI, YTOObI TYT Xe, NyyLue
6e3 Hacunus, XOTS 1 OHO He UCKIYANOoCh, OTKPbITH UM CBOE UCTUHHOE M-
1o. Ho, He xenas pa3buTb cepaue CBOEH MHUMOI MaTepu, 1 npeanonaran
HarpaguTb ee B MOEM MPECTYMHOM MMPE KakMM-TO, MOKa HeonpeaeneHHbIM,
HO, HECOMHEHHO, KOPONEBCKWM 3BaHneM. OfHAKO CambIM rNaBHbIM Ans Me-
Hs B 1928 ropy 6bina nocTosHHAs 6ANTENBHOCTb. MrpaTh M BCEM Ha PYKY.
YueTuTb 3y6bl, NpUYECHIBATLCS. V130 BCEX CUN CKPbIBATL CBOW MPUPOAHBIi,
AbSIBOMBCKMN XKYTKUA CMEX.

B neicTBMTENBHOCTY 4 ObIN ANEKO He €AMHCTBEHHBIM XXMBbLIM MOTOM-
KOM 1 3aKOHHbIM HAcneH1koM YenoBek, KoTopblii cMesncs. B kny6e 6610
ABaAuaTh NATb KOMaHYel, ABaALATb NATb XMBbIX MOTOMKOB M 3aKOHHBIX Ha-
CnefHNKoB Yenoseka, 1 Mbl BCE 3N10BELLMMM He3HaKOMLAMK KPY>KWAW No ro-
POAY, Yyst BO3MOXHOrO Bpara B KaX/A0M NUTE, CAABNEHHbIM, HO OTHET/N-
BbIM LLEMNOTOM 0TAaBaNM NPUKa3aH!s Ha yX0 CBOEMY CMIaHWENIO U, BbITSHYB
yKasatenbHblid nanew, 6pani Ha MyLky yuuTenen apudmetukn. W Hanps-
XEHHO, HEeYCTaHHO BbDKMAANW, KOrfa Xe HaKOHeL MpedcTaBuTCs Cnyyan
BCENNTb YXKac M BOCXULLEHWME B YbO-TO MPOCTYHO AyLL.

OnHax b, B heBpanbCKkuii AeHb, OTKPbIBLUMIA CE30H beiicoona Ans ko-
MaH4ed, s y3pen HOBOe YKpallenue B MallmHe Halwero Boxas. Hap 3ep-
KasnbLieM BETPOBOrO CTeKITa NosiBuNnach ManeHbkas otorpadus AeByLUKN B
CTYAEHYECKOM Luanoyke 1 MaHTuM. MHe nokasanocs, 4To aTa doTorpadms
HapyLaeT 06LLWiA, YNCTO MYXCKOM CTUNb HaLero "nukana”, 1 s npsiMo Crpo-
cun Boxpas, kTo 970 Takas. CHavana oH NOMANCS, HO HaKOHEL OTKPbIN MHe,
4TO 3TO AeBYLLKA. S cnpocun, Kak ee 30BYT. [OMEANUB, OH HEXOTS OTBETWI:
"Mapw XaacoH". 4 cnpocun: B KMHO oHa, YT0 1? OH ckasan -- HeT, OHa yuu-
nack B yHuBepcuTeTe, B Yancnu-konnemxe. rflocne HEKOTOPOro pasmbiLue-
HUSt OH [106aBMM, YTO Yancnu-Konnemx -- 04eHb 3HAMEHWTbLIA Konnemx. A
CMPOCUN €ro -- 3a4em eMy 3Ta KapTouka Ty T, B Hawel mawmHe? OH crer-
Ka noXan nnevamu, CoBHO XOTEN, kak MHe MoKasanoch, Co3aaTh Brevatne-
Hue, YTo choTorpachuto emy BPOAe Kak bbl HaBa3anm.

Ho B 6nvxaiiune ABe-Tpu Hefenw ata dotorpadoms, Cunoii am cnyya-
eM HaBsi3aHHas Hallemy Boxaro, Tak 1 ocTasanack B MalnHe. Ee He Bbime-
Tanm H1 ¢ KOHAETHbIMM ByMaXkkamu, rae 6bin n3obpaxer bab PyT, Hu ¢ na-
NoYKaMn OT NEeAEHLOB. W Mbl, KOMaH4M, Kak-To K Helt npuBbIknu. MocTenex-
HO Mbl e€e CTann 3ameyaTb He 6onblue Yem CNIOMET.

Ho oaHaxabl no fopore B napk Boxxab ocTaHoBMN MalumHy Ha [1sTon
aBeHto a paioHe LLlectupecatoix ynuu, 6onee Y4em B MOAYMUNW OT HaLLeW
6encbonbHoN Nnowaaku. [lBaguatb HEMPOLLEHBIX COBETYMKOB TYT XK€ Mo-
Tpe6oBanu 06bsACHEHUA, HO Boxx b npomonyan. Bmecto o0TBeTa OH NpuHAN
00bIYHYHO NO3Y PaccKasymka v He KO BPEMEHM CTai HAC yroLaTb NPOLJONKe-
HWEM UCTOPUKM Yenoseka, KOTOpbIi CMesncs. Ho He ycnen OH HauaTb, Kak B
ABepLYy MalLnHbl nocTy4anuce. B TOT feHb Bce pedonexcsl Hawero Boxas
6bInn MONHMEHOCHBIMK. OH BYKBANBHO NEPEBEPHYNCS BOKPYT COOCTBEHHON
0CH, IEPHYN PYUKy ABEpLbl, M AEBYLLKA B MEXOBOM LUybke 3abpanack B Hall
"nukan".

Cpasy, 6e3 pa3aymbs, s BCOMUHAKD TONbKO TPeX AEBYLUEK B CBOei
XW3HW, KOTOPbIE C NEPBOro Xe B3rNsAa Nopasnnn MeHs 6e3ycrnoBHoM, 6e30-
rOBOPOYHON KpacoToir. OfHy 8 BUaen Ha nnspke B [xoHc-buy B 1936 roay -
- XY[eHbkas [4eBo4Ka B YEPHOM KynanbHuke, KOTopasi HUKak He Morna 3a-
KpbITb OpaHXeBbli 30HTUK. BTopas MHe BcTpeTunacs B 1939 roay Ha napo-
xofe, B Kapnbekom Mope, -- OHa elle 6pocuna 3axuranky B fenbguHa. A
TpeTbeii bbina AeByluka Hawero Boxas -- Mapu Xanco.

-- 51 oueHb onosgana? -- cnpocuna oHa, ynsibascs Boxao

C TeM Xe ycnexoM oHa Morna 6bl cnpocuTh: "5 04eHb He-kpacusas? " -
- Het! -- ckasan Haw Boxab. PacTepsHHbIM B3rnsgoM oH 06Ben KOMaHyew,
CMAEBLUMX NOBNM30CTY OT HErO, U NOAAN 3HaK -- YCTynnTb MecTo. Mapu Xaa-
COH Cena MeXAy MHON 1 ManbYnkoM Mo UMeHn darap -- hamunanm He NOMHIo



gave her all the room in the world. Then the bus started off with a peculiar,
amateur-like lurch. The Comanches, to the last man, were silent.

On the way back to our regular parking place, Mary Hudson leaned forward
in her seat and gave the Chief an enthusiastic account of the trains she had
missed and the train she hadn't missed; she lived in Douglaston, Long Island.
The Chief was very nervous. He didn't just fail to contribute any talk of his own;
he could hardly listen to hers. The gearshift knob came off in his hand, |
remember.

When we got out of the bus, Mary Hudson stuck right with us. I'm sure that
by the time we reached the baseball field there was on every Comanche's face
a some-girls-just-don't-know-when-to-go-home look. And to really top things
off, when another Comanche and | were flipping a coin to decide which team
would take the field first, Mary Hudson wistfully expressed a desire to join the
game. The response to this couldn't have been more clean-cut. Where before
we Comanches had simply stared at her femaleness, we now glared at it. She
smiled back at us. It was a shade disconcerting. Then the Chief took over,
revealing what had formerly been a well-concealed flair for incompetence. He
took Mary Hudson aside, just out of earshot of the Comanches, and seemed
to address her solemnly, rationally. At length, Mary Hudson interrupted him,
and her voice was perfectly audible to the Comanches.

"But | do," she said. "l do, too, want to play!" The Chief nodded and tried
again. He pointed in the direction of the infield, which was soggy and pitted.
He picked up a regulation bat and demonstrated its weight.

"| don't care," Mary Hudson said distinctly, "l came all the way to New York-
-to the dentist and everything--and I'm gonna play."

The Chief nodded again but gave up. He walked cautiously over to home
plate, where the Braves and the Warriors, the two Comanche teams, were
waiting, and looked at me. | was captain of the Warriors.

He mentioned the name of my regular center fielder, who was home sick,
and suggested that Mary Hudson take his place. | said | didn't need a center
fielder. The Chief asked me what the hell did | mean | didn't need a center
fielder. | was shocked. It was the first time | had heard the Chief swear.

What's more, | could feel Mary Hudson smiling at me. For poise, | picked
up a stone and threw it at a tree.

We took the field first. No business went out to center field the first inning.
From my position on first base, | glanced behind me now and then. Each time
| did, Mary Hudson waved gaily to me. She was wearing a catcher's mitt, her
own adamant choice. It was a horrible sight.

Mary Hudson batted ninth on the Warriors' lineup. When | informed her of
this arrangement, she made a little face and said, "Well, hurry up, then." And
as a matter of fact we did seem to hurry up. She got to bat in the first inning.
She took off her beaver coat--and her catcher's mitt--for the occasion and
advanced to the plate in a dark-brown dress. When | gave her a bat, she
asked me why it was so heavy. The Chief left his umpire's position behind the
pitcher and came forward anxiously. He told Mary Hudson to rest the end of
her bat on her right shouder.

"l am," she said. He told her not to choke the bat too tightly. "I'm not," she
said. He told her to keep her eye right on the ball. "I will," she said. "Get outa
the way." She swung mightily at the first ball pitched to her and hit it over the
left fielder's head. It was good for an ordinary double, but Mary Hudson got to
third on it--standing up.

When my astonishment had worn off, and then my awe, and then my delight,
I looked over at the Chief. He didn't so much seem to be standing behind the
pitcher as floating over him. He was a completely happy man. Over on third
base, Mary Hudson waved to me. | waved back. | couldn't have stopped
myself, even if I'd wanted to. Her stickwork aside, she happened to be a girl
who knew how to wave to somebody from third base. The rest of the game,
she got on base every time she came to bat. For some reason, she seemed
to hate first base; there was no holding her there. At least three times, she
stole second.

Her fielding couldn't have been worse, but we were piling up too many runs
to take serious notice of it. I think it would have improved if she'd gone after
flies with almost anything except a catcher's mitt. She wouldn't take it off,
though. She said it was cute.

The next month or so, she played baseball with the Comanches a couple of

-y ero AsAs Nyulumnid apyr 6bin 6yTnerepoM. Mbl NOTECHUNCE Paan Hee Kak
TONbKO MOrAM. MaluvHa fiBuHynach, BuibHyB, 6yaATo €e BEN HOBUUOK. Bee Ko-
MaHuM, KaK 0fMH YenoBek, MoYanm.

Ha o6patHom nyTu K HaLuei 06bI4HOM CTosHKe Mapn XaACcoH HaknoHw-
nach k Boxato 1 cTana BOCTOPXKEHHO OTYUTLIBATHCSA NEPEA HAM -- HA Kakue
noesaa oHa omo3jana M Ha Kakon noesg nonana; xuna oHa B [yrnactone,
Ha Jlonr-AiineHge. Haw Boxab 04eHb HepBHUYan. OH He TOMbKO HUKaK He
noAAepXXMBan pasroBop, OH NOYTU HE CryLan, Y4To OHa rosopuna. MomHIo,
4TO rONIOBKA C pblyara NepexmnoveHns nepefay OTneTena y Hero noj Pykoi.

Korpa mbl Bbilwm 13 "nukana", Mapn XafcoH Toxe yBs3anach 3a Hamu.
He comHeBatoch, YTO, KOraa Mbl MOJOLLINM K 6e/ACO0NbHOI NNOLIAAKE, Ha Nu-
Ljax BCeX KOMaH4eil yutanacb OfHa MbICMb: "ECTb XKe Takue AeBHOHKH, He
3HAIOT, KOrfa UM nopa ybéupartscs goMon! " U B foBepLUEHME BCErO, IMEHHO
B Ty MUHYTY, KaK Mbl C ApyriM KOMaH4em 6pocan MOHeTKy, YTOObl pasbIr-
paTb nofe Mexay komanuamu, Mapu XafcoH pobko Bbipa3una xenaxue
NPUHSATL y4acTie B urpe. OTBET Obin Bonee YeM siceH. [l0 3Toi MUHYTbI KO-
MaHu¥ C HeloyMeHeM CMOTPENM Ha 3Ty 0C06Y XKEHCKOro nona, Tenepb B UX
B3rNAfax BCMbIXHyNO Bo3MyLieHne. OHa xe ynblbHynach HaMm B 0TBET. Mol
HECKONbKO pacTepsinuck. TyT BCTYNUACS Hal Boxfib, NpOsiIBUB CKPbITYHO pa-
Hee CrMoCOBHOCTL TepsITbe B HekoTopbix 06cTosaTenscTBax. Oteeas Mapu
XafiCoH B CTOPOHY, YTO6bI He CMbILLANM KOMaH4m, OH 6€3yCneLuHo MbiTancs
NOroBOPUTL C Hel CepbesHo M BHyLIMTenbHO. Ho Mapu Xaacow npepsana
€ro, v ee ronoc 0TYETAMBO YCMbILIANM BCE KOMaHUM.

-- Ho pa3 mHe xo4eTcs! -- ckasana oHa. -- MHe B camMoM Jiene xo4eTcst
nourpatb! Boxab KuBHYN 1 CHoBa cTan ee y6exaatb. OH nokasan Ha none,
MOKpOe, Bce B siMax. OH B3s1 61Ty 1 NPOLEMOHCTPUPOBAJT, Kakas OHa TsKe-
nasi.

-- Bce pasHo! -- rpomko ckasana Mapu XaacoH. -- 3ps 5, 4To nm, npw-
exana B Horo-Vopk, 6yaTo 6kl k 3y6HOMY Bpay, v Bce Takoe. Her, 5 xouy wr-
patb!

Bo>xxab cHoBa noka4an ronosoi, Ho caancs. OH MeaneHHo NoAoLen Ty-
1a, rae xpam Cmenbyakn u Bontenu -- Tak Ha3biBanMCh HaLLM KOMaHAb!, -
- 1 NOCMOTPEN Ha MeHs.. 5 6bin kanutaHom Boutenei.

OH HanoMHMA MHE, YTO MOW LieHTpasbHbIA NPUHUMAIOLLMIA CUANT foMa
60nbHOM, ¥ MPEeAnoXUN B kavecTse 3ameHbl Mapu XafcoH. A ckasan, 4to
MHE 3ameHa BooOLLe He Hy>xHa. A Boxab ckasarn, a noyemy, 4ept nofepu?
51 ocTon6eren. Bnepsble B Xu3Hn Boxab npu Hac Bbipyrancs.

Xyxe Toro, s Buaen, 4to Mapu XaacoH MHe ynbi6aeTcs. YTobbl npuitTn
B Ce08, 5 NOAHSAN KaMELLEK U METHYN ero B epeBo.

Mol nofaBanu nepeble. CHauana LeHTpanbHOMY MpUHAMAtoLLeMy fe-
natb 66110 Hevero. M3 mepBoro pspa g u3peaka ornsagbisancs Hasag. U
Kaxpblii pa3 Mapu XafcoH Beceno maxana MHe pykoi. Pyka 6bina B 6eilc-
60MbHOM pyKasuLe -- CO CTanbHbIM ynopcTBOM Mapi HacTosna Ha cBoem W
Hagena pykasuuy. Yxxacarowee 3penmuie! Y Hac B komanae Mapu Xaacow
6una no msady aessTon. Korfa s et 06 aToM coobLumn, OHa CAenan rpumacy
11 cKasana: -- X0poLLO, TOMbKO NOTOPONUTEC! -- U, Kak Hi CTpaHHO, Mbl Aeii-
CTBUTENBHO 3aToponuMCh. [Mpuiuna ee oyepeb. [ns Takoro cnyyas oHa
CHANA MEXOBYHO LUYOKY 1 6e/CO0MbHYI0 PYKaBuLy 1 BCTana Ha CBoe MeCTO B
TEMHO-KOpUYHEBOM nnaTtbe. Koraa g nogan et 6uty, oHa cnpocuna, novemy
OHa Takas TsbkeneHHas. Box b 3a6ecnokouncs 1 nepeLlen ¢ Cynenckoro
MecTa K Heii nobnnxe. On Benen Mapu XafcoH ynepeTb KoHeL 61Tkl B npa-
BOE Nyevo.

-- A 9 ynepna, -- ckasana oHa. OH Benen eil He CXxuMaTh 61Ty 130 BCENl
cunbl. - A 511 He cxxmnmato! -- ckasana oHa. OH Benen eil CMOTPETb NPSMO Ha
Ms4. -- 9 n cMOTpro! -- ckasana oHa. -- Hy-ka, nocToporuTeck! MoLHbIM yaa-
pOM OHa 0T6MNa NepBbIi XKe MOCNaHHbIV el MY -- OH NONEeTeN Yepes rono-
BY NeBOro KpaiHero. [laxxe Ans 06bI4HOr0 yAapa 3710 6610 6bl OTANYHO, HO
Mapu XaAcoH cpasy BbiLLna Ha TPETHHO NO3NLMIO -- BOT Tak, 3anpocTo.

Bo MmHe yauBneHue cHavana CMeHUIoCh UCMyroM, a NoTOM -- BOCTOp-
TOM, W, TONBKO OMPAaBMBLUMCH OT BCEX 3TUX YYBCTB, S MOCMOTPEN Ha HaLlero
Boxas. Kasanocs, 4To OH He CTOWT 3a MOAAIOLLMM, a MApWUT Haf HAM B BO3-
ayxe. OH 6bin 6eckoHeuHo cyacTime. Mapn XaacoH mMaxana MHe pykoit ¢
JanbHei nosuumu. 51 nomaxan en B OTBET. TyT MEHS HUYTO He MOrNo OcTa-
HOBWTb. [leno 6bino He B yMeHUn paboTatb 6UTON, OHA U MaxaTb YeNoBeKy
C [ianbHen No3nummn ymena Hukak He xyxe. [1o camoro KoHUa Urpbl OHa Kax-
Ablii pa3 6una 340poBo. [oyemy-To eii He HpaBunack nNepsasi NO3uLNs, OHa
Tam HUKaK He MOrna yCTosTb. TPMXKAbI OHA Nepexoauna Ha BTOpYHO.

lMpuHMMana oHa U3 pyk BOH MI0X0, HO Mbl YK€ TaK pasbirpanucb, YTo
Hekora 66110 obpallath BHUMaHWe. KoHeuHo, OHa Morna bbl urpath nyyiue,
ecnv 6bl 0TOMBaNa YeM YrofiHoO, TONbKO He 6eiCO0NbHON pykaBuLein. A oHa
HWKAK He xenana ¢ Heil paccTaTbes.

HeT, roBopuT, OHa Takast MuneHbkas Becb mecsy oHa urpana B beic-



times a week (whenever she had an appointment with her dentist, apparent-
ly).

Some afternoons she met the bus on time, some afternoons she was late.
Sometimes she talked a blue streak in the bus, sometimes she just sat and
smoked her Herbert Tareyton cigarettes (cork-tipped). When you sat next to
her in the bus, she smelled of a wonderful perfume.

One wintry day in April, after making his usual three o'clock pickup at 109th
and Amsterdam, the Chief turned the loaded bus east at 110th Street and
cruised routinely down Fifth Avenue. But his hair was combed wet, he had on
his overcoat instead of his leather windbreaker, and | reasonably surmised
that Mary Hudson was scheduled to join us. When we zipped past our usual
entrance to the Park, | was sure of it. The Chief parked the bus on the comer
in the Sixties appropriate to the occasion. Then, to kill time painlessly for the
Comanches, he straddled his seat backward and released a new installment
of "The Laughing Man." | remember the installment to the last detail, and |
must outline it briefly.

Aflux of circumstances delivered the Laughing Man's best friend, his timber
wolf, Black Wing, into a physical and intellectual trap set by the Dufarges. The
Dufarges, aware of the Laughing Man's high sense of loyalty, offered him
Black Wing's freedom in exchange for his own. In the best faith in the world,
the Laughing Man agreed to these terms. (Some of the minor mechanics of
his genius were often subject to mysterious little breakdowns.) It was arranged
for the Laughing Man to meet the Dufarges at midnight in a designated sec-
tion of the dense forest surrounding Paris, and there, by moonlight, Black
Wing would be set free. However, the Dufarges had no intention of liberating
Black Wing, whom they feared and loathed. On the night of the transaction,
they leashed a stand-in timber wolf for Black Wing, first dyeing its left hind foot
snow white, to look like Black Wing's.

But there were two things the Dufarges hadn't counted on: the Laughing
Man's sentimentality and his command of the timber-wolf language. As soon
as he had allowed Dufarge's daughter to tie him with barbed wire to a tree, the
Laughing Man felt called upon to raise his beautiful, melodious voice in a few
words of farewell to his supposed old friend.

The stand-in, a few moonlit yards away, was impressed by the stranger's
command of the language and listened politely for a moment to the last-minute
advice, personal and professional, that the Laughing Man was giving out. At
length, though, the stand-in grew impatient and began shifting his weight from
paw to paw. Abruptly, and rather unpleasantly, he interrupted the Laughing
Man with the information that, in the first place, his name wasn't Dark Wing or
Black Wing or Gray Legs or any of that business, it was Armand, and, in the
second place, he'd never been to China in his life and hadn't the slightest
intention of going there.

Properly infuriated, the Laughing Man pushed off his mask with his tongue
and confronted the Dufarges with his naked face by moonlight. Mile. Dufarge
responded by passing out cold. Her father was luckier. By chance, he was
having one of his coughing spells at the moment and thereby missed the lethal
unveiling. When his coughing spell was over and he saw his daughter
stretched out supine on the moonlit ground, Dufarge put two and two togeth-
er. Shielding his eyes with his hand, he fired the full clip in his automatic
toward the sound of the Laughing Man's heavy, sibilant breathing.

The installment ended there. The Chief took his dollar Ingersoll out of his
watch pocket, looked at it, then swung around in his seat and started up the
motor. | checked my own watch. It was almost four-thirty. As the bus moved
forward, | asked the Chief if he wasn't going to wait for Mary Hudson. He did-
n't answer me, and before | could repeat my question, he tilted back his head
and addressed all of us: "Let's have a little quiet in this damn bus." Whatever
else it may have been, the order was basically unsensible. The bus had been,
and was, very quiet. Almost everybody was thinking about the spot the
Laughing Man had been left in. We were long past worrying about him--we
had too much confidence in him for that--but we were never past accepting his
most perilous moments quietly.

In the third or fourth inning of our ball game that afternoon, | spotted Mary
Hudson from first base. She was sitting on a bench about a hundred yards to
my left, sandwiched between two nursemaids with baby carriages. She had on
her beaver coat, she was smoking a cigarette, and she seemed to be looking
in the direction of our game. | got excited about my discovery and yelled the
information over to the Chief, behind the pitcher. He hurried over to me, not
quite running.

"Where?" he asked me. | pointed again. He stared for a moment in the right
direction, then said he'd be back in a minute and left the field. He left it slow-

60N ¢ KOMaH4amu pasa ABa B HeAemo (Kak BUAHO, B 3TU HW OHA Npuesxa-
na K 3y6Homy Bpady).

MHorpa oHa BCTpevana "nukan" BOBpeMs, MHOra onasfabieana. To oHa
Tpelyana B MalmHe 6€3 yMOJKY, TO Mofyana 1 Kypuna Cson curapeTbl ¢
(punbTpoM. A KOrAa g CMAEN C Hel PAoM, 8 YyBCTBOBAS, YTO OH HEe naxHeT
UYAECHBIMM fyXamu.

OnHaxfbl, XONOAHBIM anpenbCKUM AHEM, Haw Boxab, noaobpas Hac,
kak Bceraa, Ha yrny CTo aesaToi u AMCTEPAAMCKON, NOBEPHYN MALLMHY Ha
BoCTOK y CTO ieCcAATOi ynuLe, 1 noexan 06bi4HbIM NyTeM BHU3 Mo [19Toi ase-
Ht0. Ho BONOCbI Y HEro 6bini NpuriaxxeHbl MOKPOi LLETKOW, BMECTO KOXXaHOM
KYPTKM Ha HEM KpacoBanoch nansTo, v 5, caMmo Co60i pasyMeeTcs, npeano-
NOXWN, YTO Ha3HadveHa BCTpeya ¢ Mapu XaacoH. A koraa Mbl IPOCKOUNN
Haww 06bIYHbIA BLE3S B NapK, S Y>Ke He COMHeBancs. Box b ocTaHoBuN Ma-
LUMHY, KaK 1 monaranocb, Ha yrny ogHon u3 LLlectuaecsTbix ynuu. U yTo6bl
youTb Bpems 6€3 BpeAa Ans KOMaH4en, OH CeN K HaM NILOM W BbAan HOBYHO
CEpuIo NMPUKNOYeHiA "Henosek, KoTopblii cMesncs”. TToMHto 3Ty ceputo 4o
MenbYanLLNX NOAPOBHOCTEN M JOMMKEH BKpaTLe nepeckasatb ee.

CTeuennem 06CTOATENLCTB NyulLni Apyr Yenoseka, ero py4YHon BOSK-
TUraHT, YepHoKpbIn, nonan B MOBYLLKY, XUTPO W KOBAPHO MOACTPOEHHYHO
[iochapxxamn. 3Has 6naropoAcTBo Yenoseka 1 ero HeM3MeHHy0 BEPHOCTb
apy3bam, [ioapxn npesnoxnnn eMmy 0cBo60auTL HepHOKPLINOro B 06MeH
Ha Hero camoro. besorosopoyHo nosepus MM, Yenosek cornacuncs Ha atv
YCNOBUS (MHOTAA B MENO0YAX reHNasbHbIiA MEXaH3M ero Mo3ra no KakiM-To
TalHCTBEHHbIM NpUYMHaM He cpabaTbisan). bbino ycnosneHo, uto [rodap-
X BCTPETATCA C YenoBEKOM B MOJHOYb HA NONSHKE B ApeMy4yem necy, ok-
py>xaBLuemM Mapux, n Tam npu CBETE MyHbl OHW BbINYCTAT YepHOKPBINONO.
OpHako [rodbap>u u He nogymani oTnyckats 4epHOKPbINOro, KOTOPOro OHM
60sMCh W HeHaBaeN. B Ha3HauYeHHY0 HOYb OHVM MPUBA3ANM BMECTO Yep-
HOKPBINOTO APYroro, NOACTABHOIO BOJKA, BbIKPACUB EMY NEBYHO 3a[HION Na-
ny B 6€NOCHEXHbINA LBET -~ ANs MOJTHOTO CXOACTBA C YepHOKPbINbIM.

Ho [ltochapxxi no3abblnm 0 ABYX BeLLax: 0 YyBCTBUTENLHOM CEPALE Ye-
NIOBEKA 1 0 €r0 3HaHWN BONYbEro A3blKa. JTWLb TONbKO OH Aan aodepn [ro-
(hapxa nNpuBs3aTh Cebs KoMtouel NPOBOMOKON K AEPEBY, Kak Mo 30BY AyLUN
€ro npeKpacHblii MeNoANYHbIA ronoc 3a3syyan NPOLLUANbHbIM HaNyTCTBUEM
TOT, KOrO OH MPUHSN 32 CBOEr0 Apyra.

lMoacTaBHOM BOJK, CTOSBLUMI B HECKOSbKMX LUArax Ha OCBELLEHHON NyH-
HOVi NONSHE, ObIN MOPaXEH JIMHMBUCTUYECKMMM NO3HAHWSMU HE3HAKoMLA v
BEXX/MBO BbICAyLLIAN NOCNEAHWE HANYTCTBMS KaK IMYHOrO, Tak 1 npodhecc-
OHanbHOrO XapaxkTepa. Ho NoToM emy 3T0 Haf0ENo, 1 OH CTan NepecTynaTb
C nanbl Ha nany. BHe3anHo oH J0BOMLHO Pe3kMM TOHOM nepedun Yenoseka,
COO6LLMB, 4TO, BO-NEPBbIX, 30BYT €ro He TEMHOKPbINbINA, 1 HE YepPHOKPBINbIN,
1 He CepoHorui, 1 BooOLLE He AypauKoi KIIMYKOM: 30ByT ero ApmaH, a Bo-
BTOPbIX, OH HUKOT A B XXW3HW He 6bin B KUTae He UCTbITbIBAET HU ManewLLe-
ro XXenaHus nonactb TyAa.

B cnpaBeanvsom rHese Yenosek CAepHYN S3bIKOM MacKy v Npu NyHHOM
cseTe ssunca [llochapxam Bo BCeil HaroTe cBoero nmua. Magemyasens [lio-
hapx TyT XKe xnonHynace B 06Mopok. Ee oTLy nosesno 6onbLue. Ero, K cya-
CTb}0, 0[0NEN 06bIYHbIA MPUNAA0K YaXOTOYHOIO KaLLAS, ¥ OH 3Bexan cMep-
TenbHOro uenyra. Korfa npunafok nNpoLuen v OH yBUAEN 03apeHHOe NyHON
6ecHyBCTBEHHOE TENO [OYEPH, OH TYT XKE BCE MOHsN. 3akpblB rnasa najo-
Hbt0, OH BbIMYCTIN BCO 060/MY 13 NUCTONETA NPSIMO Ha 3BYK TSXKENOTO, CBU-
CTALLEro AbixaHns Yenoseka.

Ha aTom pacckas KoHuancs fo cnefyroLero Bbinycka. Boxab BbIHyN 13
KapmaH41ka CBOM J0NNAapOBbIE Yachl, B3MNAHYN HA HIX, NOBEPHYNCS K PyNto
1 3aBen MOTOP. S MpOBEpPUN W CBOW Yachl. Bbino nouTy NonosuHa NsToOro.
Korpa mawuvHa TpoHynacs, s cnpocun Boxas -- pa3se Mbl He 6yaeM xaatb
Mapw XaacoH? OH MHe He OTBETW, 1, MPEXAe YeM 5 yenen noBTOpUTb BO-
npoc, OH 06EPHYNCS U ckadan, 06paLLasch ko BCEM: -- A Hy, faBanTe-ka no-
monumm! Tuxo! -- Kak H1 KiHb, HO, MO CYLLECTBY, 9TOT NpuKas 6bif 6ECCMbIC-
nuuen. B mawnHe v paHblue, 1 ceitvac ctosana abcontoTHas TuwwmHa. Bee oy-
Manu 0 nepefpsire, B KOTopyto nonan Yenosek. HeT, Mbl 0 HEM yxe AaBHO
nepecTany TPEBOXMUTLCS -- CAWLLKOM Mbl B HEFO BEPUIK, -- HO, KOT A OH MOf-
Beprasncs 0nacHocT1, Ham 6bINo He A0 Pas3roBopoB.

MbI y>Xe Cbirpanu Tpu uan YeTbipe TaiiMa, Korfa S BAPYr u3fanv ysu-
nen Mapu XaacoH. OHa cupiena Ha ckameiike, Larax B CTa Haneso 0T MeHs,
CTUCHYTas [IBYMS HAHbKami C konscoukamu. Ha Heit 6bina mexosas Luyoka,
OHa Kypuna curapety 1 kak 6yATo CMOTpena B Hally CTOPOHY. 51 3aBONHO-
Bacs -- Takune OTKpbITHe! -- 1 KPUKHYN 06 3ToMy Haluemy Boxato, cTosiue-
My 3a noAasasLuuM. OH nocneLwmn Ko MHe, CTapasich He 6exarb.

"Tne? " -- cnpocun oH. A nokasan rae. OH NoCcMOTpeN B Ty CTOPOHY, M-
TOM ckasan: "BepHycb Yepe3 MuHyTKy". W ylien ¢ nons. YXoaun oH MeaneH-



ly, opening his overcoat and putting his hands in the hip pockets of his
trousers. | sat down on first base and watched. By the time the Chief reached
Mary Hudson, his overcoat was buttoned again and his hands were down at
his sides.

He stood over her for about five minutes, apparently talking to her. Then
Mary Hudson stood up, and the two of them walked toward the baseball field.
They didn't talk as they walked, or look at each other. When they reached the
field, the Chief took his position behind the pitcher. | yelled over to him. "lsn't
she gonna play?" He told me to cover my sack. | covered my sack and
watched Mary Hudson. She walked slowly behind the plate, with her hands in
the pockets of her beaver coat, and finally sat down on a misplaced players'
bench just beyond third base. She lit another cigarette and crossed her legs.

When the Warriors were at bat, | went over to her bench and asked her if
she felt like playing left field. She shook her head. | asked her if she had a
cold. She shook her head again. | told her | didn't have anybody in left field. |
told her | had a guy playing center field and left field. There was no response
at all to this information. | tossed my first-baseman's mitt up in the air and tried
to have it land on my head, but it fell in a mud puddle. | wiped it off on my
trousers and asked Mary Hudson if she wanted to come up to my house for
dinner sometime. | told her the Chief came up a lot.

"Leave me alone," she said. "Just please leave me alone."

| stared at her, then walked off in the direction of the Warriors' bench, tak-
ing a tangerine out of my pocket and tossing it up in the air. About midway
along the third-base foul line, | turned around and started to walk backwards,
looking at Mary Hudson and holding on to my tangerine. | had no idea what
was going on between the Chief and Mary Hudson (and still haven't, in any but
a fairly low, intuitive sense), but nonetheless, | couldn't have been more cer-
tain that Mary Hudson had permanently dropped out of the Comanche lineup.
It was the kind of whole certainty, however independent of the sum of its facts,
that can make walking backwards more than normally hazardous, and |
bumped smack into a baby carriage.
After another inning, the light got bad for fielding. The game was called, and
we started picking up all the equipment. The last good look | had at Mary
Hudson, she was over near third base crying.

The Chief had hold of the sleeve of her beaver coat, but she got away
from him. She ran off the field onto the cement path and kept running till |
couldn't see her any more. The Chief didn't go after her. He just stood watch-
ing her disappear. Then he turned around and walked down to home plate and
picked up our two bats; we always left the bats for him to carry. | went over to
him and asked if he and Mary Hudson had had a fight. He told me to tuck my
shirt in.

Just as always, we Comanches ran the last few hundred feet to the place
where the bus was parked, yelling, shoving, trying out strangleholds on each
other, but all of us alive to the fact that it was again time for "The Laughing
Man."

Racing across Fifth Avenue, somebody dropped his extra or discarded
sweater, and | tripped over it and went sprawling. | finished the charge to the
bus; but the best seats were taken by that time and | had to sit down in the
middle of the bus. Annoyed at the arrangement, | gave the boy sitting on my
right a poke in the ribs with my elbow, then faced around and watched the
Chief cross over Fifth. It was not yet dark out, but a five-fiteen dimness had
set in. The Chief crossed the street with his coat collar up, the bats under his
left arm, and his concentration on the street. His black hair, which had been
combed wet earlier in the day, was dry now and blowing. | remember wishing
the Chief had gloves.

The bus, as usual, was quiet when he climbed in--as proportionately quiet,
at any rate, as a theatre with dimming house lights. Conversations were fin-
ished in a hurried whisper or shut off completely. Nonetheless, the first thing
the Chief said to us was "All right, let's cut out the noise, or no story."

In an instant, an unconditional silence filled the bus, cutting off from the
Chief any alternative but to take up his narrating position.

When he had done so, he took out a handkerchief and methodically blew
his nose, one nostril at a time. We watched him with patience and even a cer-
tain amount of spectator's interest. When he had finished with his handker-
chief, he folded it neatly in quarters and replaced it in his pocket. He then gave
us the new installment of "The Laughing Man." From start to finish, it lasted no
longer than five minutes.

HO, paccTerHys nanbTo 1 3aCyHyB PYKK B KapMaHbl 6ptok. 51 cen'y nepsoi no-
3uUMKM 1 cTan cMOTpeTb emy Bened. Korfa oH moaxoamn k Mapu Xagcow,
NansTo y Hero 6bINo yXXe 3aCTerHyTo A0BEPXY U PYKM BbITAHYTbI MO LUBAM.

OH noCcTOsN HaA Hell MUHYT NSATb, KAXKETCS, OH YTO-TO el ckasan. [1o-
ToM Mapu XaacoH BcTana, 1 06a nownm K nnowanke. Ha xogy oHu monyanu
1 HW pasy He B3rNSHYNM Apyr Ha apyra. Korpa oHu nogownv Box s cHoBa
BCTas Ha CBOe MeCTO, 51 3aopan: - A oHa byaeT urpatb? OH ckasan -- Mon-
uM B TPSAMOUKY. A nomonyan B TPANOUKY, HO rnas ¢ Mapu XaAcoH He cnyc-
kan. OHa MeAneHHo NpoLLna BAOMb NNOLAAKM, 3aCyHYB PyKW B KapMaHb! Me-
XOBOW LUYOKM, 1 HAKOHEL| Cena Ha CABMHYTYIO C MecTa Ckameiky, 3a TpeTb-
en noauuneir. OHa 3aKkypuna curapeTy v 3aKuHyna Hory Ha Hory.

Korpa 6unv Bontenu, s nofoLen K ee ckameiike 1 Cnpocui, He xoueT
N1 OHa nourpaTh Ha nesoM kparo. OHa nokavana ronosoi: 51 cnpocun: - Y
Bac HaCMOpK? -- Ho OHa onsiTb NomoTana ronosoi. f ckasarn, 4to y MeHs Ha
NEBOM Kpato Urpatb COBEPLUEHHO HEKOMY. S eit 0OBSCHUI, YTO Y MEHS OfMH
11 TOT Xe Manb4uK UrpaeT v B LIEHTPE, 1 cnesa. Ha 3710 CoobLLeHre HUKako-
ro 0TBETa He NOCNEe[0Bano. A nofépocun KBepxy CBOKO PykasiuLy, MbiTasch
OTOUTb €€ rof0BOM, HO OHA ynana B rpsi3b. S BbITEp PYKasuLy O LTaHbl U
cnpocvn Mapu XaacoH: He MpUAET Niv OHa K HaM JOMOM, B rocTu, K 06efy? 5
en 06bACHNN, YTO Haw Boxx b YacTo 6bIBaeT y HAC B rOCTSX.

-- OcTaBb MeHs B MOKOE, -- ckasana oHa. -- [loxanyiicTa, ocTaBb MeHst
B MOKOe.

51 NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee BO BCe rnasa, NOTOM MOLUEN K CKambe, rae Cuae-
v Mo Boutenu, 1, BbIHYB MaHAapuHKy 13 kapMaHa, CTan noaopacsisarb ee
B BO3ZyX. He noias [o WwrpadpHoOi MuHUK, S MOBEPHYN 1 CTan NATUTLCS 3a-
10M, TsAs Ha Mapy XafcoH 1 npofomxas NoaKvabIBaTb MaHAAPMHKY. A no-
HATVS HE MIMEN, YTO XKE MPOUCXOAUT MEXAY HEil N Hawwmm Boxxaem, aa v Te-
nepb TOMbKO YyThEM CMYTHO OTafiblIBatOCh, U BCE XE BO MHE pOCNa YBEPEH-
HOCTb, YTO Mapn XapcoH HaBcerpa Bbibina 13 MAEMeHU KomaHyen. Jta
YBEPEHHOCTb HE3ABMCUMO OT BHELLIHNX 0BCTOSTENLCTB Tak NofopBana fAaxe
HOPMaIbHYHK CMOCOBHOCTL MATUTLCS 38[0M, YTO S HANETeN NPSMO Ha AeT-
CKYHO KONSICKY.

Mocne cnepytoLero TaiiMa urpatb CTano yxe TeMHoBato. Mbl 3aKoH-
4nnn MUrpy W cTanu nofbupaTh CHapsbkerue. S elle yenen pasrnsaets Mapu
XafcoH - oHa cTosna y Kpas nnowjaakyu 1 nnaxkana.

Boxab npupepxan 6bi10 ee 3a pykas LUy6Ku, HO OHa BbipBanack. OHa
nobe>xkana oT NAoLaaK1 no LEMEHTHON JOPOXKE 1 Bexxana, noka He CKpbl-
nacb 13 Bufy. Boxab 3a Heii He nobexan. OH TOMbKO MpoBOXan ee rnasa-
MM, NOKa OHa He CKpbINach. M0TOM NOBEPHYNCS, BbILIEN Ha Mone 1 MOAHAN
06€ HaLnxX 6UTbI -- Mbl BCEr/Aa OCTAaBNANN 6UTbI, ¥ OH UX OTHOCKI B MALLNHY.
1 NOOLLEN K HEMY M CNpOCKA: MOXeT, oH1 ¢ Mapu XafcoH noccopunucs?
OH ckasan: -- He cyi HOC Kyaa He cregyer.

Kak Bcerfa, Mbl, KOMaH4u, C KDUKOM M BU3rOM 6€Xanu K MaLlnHe 1 Te-
pebs [pyr Apyra; BCe OTAMYHO 3HANM, YTO Ceryac onsTb NOAXOAUT BPEMS
ANs pacckasa o Yenosek, KOTOpbIiA CMesnes.

Mepeberas [1aTyt0 aBeHto, KTO-TO YPOHUN CBOW 3anacHon CBUTEP, U,
CMOTKHYBLUMCb 06 HEro, s pacTsHyCs BO BeCb POCT. [lo6exxas 40 MalLWHbI,
S YBUAEN, YTO NyylLMe MECTa YKE YCNenu 3aHsTb, 1 MHe MPULLIOCh CUAET
B CpeAHeM psify. PaccTpouBLLMCh, i IBUHYN COCeAa Cpasa NoKTeM NoA pe-
6po, NOTOM BbIFNISHYN -- 1 yBUAAN, Kak HaL Boxab nepexoauT ynuuy. beino
eLLie He COBCEM TEMHO, HO y>ke CMepKanoch, Kak BCEraa B YeTBEPTb LUECTO-
ro. Haw Boxab nepexoaun yauuy ¢ NOAHATbIM BOPOTHUKOM, C GuTamn nog
MbILLKOW, YCTaBMBLUMCL HA MOCTOBY!0. Er0 YepHas Lueseniopa, Tak XopoLLUo
NpUrnaxeHHas MOKPOW LUEeTKOW, Tenepb BbICOXNA M pas3sesnach no BeTpy.
MomHIO, 51 noXanen, YTo y Hero HeT NepyaTok.

Kak Bceraa npv ero nosiBneHn, B MalLWHE HACTYnuNa TULLINHA.

To eCTb TUWMHA OTHOCUTENbHAS, Kak B TeaTpe, Korja CBEeT HauuHaeT
racHyTb. KTO TOPONAMBLIM LIENOTOM 3aKaHuuMBan pasrosop, KTO cpasy 06-
pbiBan ero. Y Bce-Taku nepsoe, YTO ckasan Haw Boxap, 6bino0: -- Tuxo, pe-
6sTa, a TO pacckasbiBaTb He byay.

B Ty Xe cekyHay Bouapunach nofHeiwas TULWMHA, Tak 4To Boxao
TONbKO ¥ 0CTaBaNoCh CECTb HA MECTO W MPUrOTOBUTBLCS K PACCKasy.

YCeBLUMCh, OH BbIHYM HOCOBOW NNATOK M TLATENBHO BbICMOPKAN CHaYa-
na 0iHy HO3ApH0, NOTOM Apyryto. Mbl CMOTPENM Ha 3TO 3penuLle Tepnennso
1 AaXe C HEKOTOPbIM MHTEPECOM. BbICMOPKABLUNCh, OH aKKypaTHO CROXWA
NNaToK BYETBEPO W 3aCyHyn B KapmaH. M TyT nocnefosan HOBbIi BbIMyCcK
pacckasa o Yenosek, KoTopblii cMesines. Mpogonxancs oH He 6onee ATy
MUHYT.



Four of Dufarge's bullets struck the Laughing Man, two of them through the
heart. When Dufarge, who was still shielding his eyes against the sight of the
Laughing Man's face, heard a queer exhalation of agony from the direction of
the target, he was overjoyed. His black heart beating wildly, he rushed over to
his unconscious daughter and brought her to. The pair of them, beside them-
selves with delight and coward's courage, now dared to look up at the
Laughing Man. His head was bowed as in death, his chin resting on his bloody
chest. Slowly, greedily, father and daughter came forward to inspect their
spoils. Quite a surprise was in store for them. The Laughing Man, far from
dead, was busy contracting his stomach muscles in a secret manner. As the
Dufarges came into range, he suddenly raised his face, gave a terrible laugh,
and neatly, even fastidiously, regurgitated all four bullets. The impact of this
feat on the Dufarges was so acute that their hearts literally burst, and they
dropped dead at the Laughing Man's feet. (If the installment was going to be
a short one anyway, it could have ended there; the Comanches could have
managed to rationalize the sudden death of the Dufarges. But it didn't end
there.) Day after day, the Laughing Man continued to stand lashed to the tree
with barbed wire, the Dufarges decomposing at his feet. Bleeding profusely
and cut off from his supply of eagles' blood, he had never been closer to
death. One day, however, in a hoarse but eloquent voice, he appealed for help
to the animals of the forest. He summoned them to fetch Omba, the lovable
dwarf. And they did. But it was a long trip back and forth across the Paris-
Chinese border, and by the time Omba arrived on the scene with a medical kit
and a fresh supply of eagles' blood, the Laughing Man was in a coma. Omba's
very first act of mercy was to retrieve his master's mask, which had blown up
against Mlle. Dufarge's vermin-infested torso. He placed it respectfully over
the hideous features, then proceeded to dress the wounds.

When the Laughing Man's small eyes finally opened, Omba eagerly raised
the vial of eagles' blood up to the mask. But the Laughing Man didn't drink
from it. Instead, he weakly pronounced his beloved Black Wing's name. Omba
bowed his own slightly distorted head and revealed to his master that the
Dufarges had killed Black Wing. A peculiar and heart-rending gasp of final sor-
row came from the Laughing Man. He reached out wanly for the vial of eagles'
blood and crushed it in his hand. What little blood he had left trickled thinly
down his wrist. He ordered Omba to look away, and, sobbing, Omba obeyed
him. The Laughing Man's last act, before turning his face to the bloodstained
ground, was to pull off his mask.

The story ended there, of course. (Never to be revived.) The Chief started
up the bus. Across the aisle from me, Billy Walsh, who was the youngest of all
the Comanches, burst into tears. None of us told him to shut up. As for me, |
remember my knees were shaking.

A few minutes later, when | stepped out of the Chief's bus, the first thing |
chanced to see was a piece of red tissue paper flapping in the wind against
the base of a lamppost. It looked like someone's poppy-petal mask. | arrived
home with my teeth chattering uncontrollably and was told to go right straight
to bed.

Yetbipe nynu [rodhapxka BoH3uMCh B Yenoseka, ABE U3 HUX -- NPSAMO
B cepAue. Korpa [rochapx, BCe eLle 3aKpbiBaBLUMA NAJ0HbIO riasa, YToobl
He BUAETb MU0 Yenoseka, ycnbixarn, kak 0TTyAa, KyAa OH Lenus, AOHOCAT-
Cs NpeAcMepTHble CTOHBbI, OH Bo3nukosan. Cepaue 3nofest pafocTHO KONo-
TUNOCb, OH 6POCUINICS K AO4EPH, NeXaBLuelt B 0OMOPOKE, U NPUBEN ee B HyB-
CTBO. BHe cebs 0T pafocTv OHM 06a C XpabpoCTbiO TPYCOB TOMBLKO Ternepb
OCMeNnINCh B3rNAHYTb Ha Yenosek, KOTopblid cmesncs. Ero ronosa noHuk-
na B NpeAcMepTHOM Myke, MOABOPOAOK Kacancsi OKPOBABNEHHOW TPYAM.
MeaneHHo, »afHo oTew 1 A04b NpnbMKanics K cBoei fobbive. Ho ux oxu-
[an Hemanbli ctopnpns. Yenosek BOBCE He YMEN, OH TaiHbIMK npuemami
cokpaLyan myckynbl xusota. W koraa [rodapxn npubnusnamncs, oH BAPYT
NOAHSAN rONOBY, 3aX0X0Tan rpoboBbIM FOIOCOM U aKKypaTHO, faxe nejax-
TUYHO, BbINMIOHYN OAHY 3a APYroii BCe YeTbIpe NyTW. OTOT NOABUT Tak nopa-
3un [rochapskeid, 4To cepaua y Hux 6yKBanbHO NOMHYNN, 1 063, OTeL 1 404D,
3aMepTBO ynanu K Horam Yenosek, koTopbld cmesncs. (Ecnm Bbinyck Bce
paBHO NpeAnonaranock caenarb KOPOTKUM, MOXHO ObIf0 6bl OCTAHOBUTLCS
Ha 3TOM: KOMaHu4u NErko HaLwm 6bl 06bACHEHNE BHe3anHon cmepTu [rodap-
xeit. Ho pacckas npogonxancs. ) [leHb 3a sHeM Yenosex cTosn, npussisax-
HbI K [ilepeBy KONMKYe NpoBOOKoiA, a Tpynbl [rodhapxen pasnaranuck y
ero Hor. Hukoraa elle cMepTb He NoAbupanacs K Hemy Tak 61n3Ko - ero pa-
Hbl KPOBOTOUMIIK, & 3aNacoB OPMMHOM KPOBM MO PYKOiA He 6bino. U BOT of-
HaXKfibl OXPUMLLMM, HO 3a4yLUEBHbIM FONI0COM OH BO33BaN K NIECHBIM 3BEPSAM,
npocs Ux NomMoYb emy. OH Nopy4mMn UM No3BaThb K HEMy CUMNATUYHOrO Kap-
nvka OM6y. U o no3sanu. Ho AanHHa Aopora vepes NapuKCKo-KUTaickyo
rpanuLy v 06paTtHo, 1, korfa Om6a Npubbin ¢ anTeykon 1 CBEXWM 3anacoM
OP/MHON KPOBK, YenoBek yxxe noTepsn cosHanue. lMpexae scero Om6a co-
BEPLUMI aKT MUIOCEPANS: OH NOAHAN MACKY CBOEr0 rocnoAunHa, KoTopas Ba-
NANach Ha KMLaLLem YepssamMn Tene Magemyasens [rodapx. OH nouTuTens-
HO MPUKPbIN XXYTKKE YepTbl UL U MWLLb TOrAa CTan nepess3biBaTh PaHbl.

Korpa YenoBek, KOTOpbI CMESNCS, HAKOHEL NPUOTKPLIN 3annbiBLUMe
rnasa, Om6a TOPONAMBO MOAHEC K MACKe COCYA C OPAMHON KpoBbio. Ho Ye-
NIOBEK HEe NPUTPOHYNCS K Hemy. CnabbiM ronocoM OH NPOM3HEC UMS CBOErO
nobumua -- YepHokpbinoro. Omb6a CKNOHUA rONoBY -- OHA TOXe Obina He
CIMLLKOM KPACWBOW -- 1 OTKPbI CBOEMY FOCMOAMHY, YTO [tohapxu younm
BEPHOr0 BOMKA, YepHOKPbINOro. fOPECTHbIN, AyLLepasANpatoLLnii CTOH Bbl-
psancs u3 rpyan Yenosexa. Cnaboii pykoi OH NOTSHYNCS K COcyay C Opmu-
HO¥i KPOBBIO 1 pa3fasnn ero. OCTaTku KpoBK TOHKO CTPYIAKOM nobexxant no
€ero nasnbLam; oH npukasan OM6e 0TBepHYTLCS, M OM6a, pblaasi, NoBUHOBAT-
cs emy. M neped Tem kak 06patuTb NULO K 3aN1TON KPOBLIO 3emne, Yeno-
BeK, KOTOPbIA CMEANCS, B NPEACMEPTHO CYA0POre CAEPHYN MACKy.

Ha 3TOM noBecTBOBaHMe, pas3yMeeTcs, 1 KOHYMNOCh. (ITpOAOMKeHHs
HUKOrAa He 6bio. ) Haw Boxab TPOHYN MalvHy. Yepes npoxof OT MeHs
Bunnu Yonw, camblii MnagLumnii U3 KOMaHyeid ropbko 3annakan. Hukto He
cKasan emy -- 3amonyu. Kak ceityac nomHIO, Uy MEHs ApOXani KoNeHKu.

Yepes HECKOMbKO MUHYT, BbIRAS U3 MalUWHbI, 5 BAPYT YBUAEN, Kak y
NOAHOXMS (hOHAPHOrO cToN6a 6bETCS NO BETPY 0OPLIBOK TOHKO anoi 06ep-
TOYHOM Bymaru. OH BbIf 04EHb MOXOX Ha Ty MACKY 13 NenecTkoB Maka. Kor-
[a s npuwen [OMOM, 3y0bl y MeHs 6e3yAeP>KHO CTy4anu, U MHe TYT Xe Be-
nenv neYb B NOCTENb.

Mepesoa: Puta PaiiT-KoBanesa.
MapannensHbid TekcT: A.OMKYMSH.



